
Good evening everyone, 

It gives me great pleasure to be amongst all of you here tonight. I am honoured to receive 
this award on behalf of the British Council and my colleagues. There are quite a few of us 
from the British Council here today and that is because we recognise how special our 
partnership with I.M.Panagiotopoulos School really is - and the special nature of it has a lot 
to do with all the different activities and services that are part of it, and how they have 
worked so very well - and over a very long period of time.  

If I am not mistaken, our partnership started some 30 years ago which is a long, long time. In 
terms of how it started, I believe it began with your belief in supporting UK education and 
UK qualifications through our examination services and seeing how much benefit could be 
gained for your students. That has borne fruit over the years as shown by the excellent 
results of your students, underpinned of course, by excellent teaching.  

The relationship has then further blossomed with collaboration on a large number of 
teaching programmes. The Summer School has been fantastic and really is now an annual 
highlight for us. The piloting of First Steps and other courses for very young learners has also 
been important with our latest extension to the Nursery School. Also, an IELTS preparation 
course has been introduced as part of the curriculum, with consultancy services available for 
your students wishing to further their studies in the UK. In fact, I know that we have trained 
one of your colleagues (who is also one of ours) to become an Education UK agent to 
facilitate the process for those students who are seriously contemplating studying abroad.  

Furthermore, I would like to refer to the brilliant performance of your students during the 
European Day of Languages event last September.  

I realise that in listing all the areas of collaboration I am only saying what nearly all of you 
here know already but I think it is worth mentioning all of them because otherwise I believe 
that we often tend to look at them as a bit separate from each other when it is of course the 
totality, the whole set of things, which is really so impressive and gives the depth and quality 
to this partnership - and makes it special.  

Our relationship has not developed simply by chance, as it is not so common, and definitely 
not based on business logic alone (though we should not overlook that aspect of our 
partnership). It is, and I think this is the really important point, very much based on mutual 
respect and recognition of the educational value of our shared approach.  

I know for a fact that your school has amply demonstrated that you are: outward looking, 
internationalist, committed to quality in everything that you do, focused on innovation and 
aware of what is possible today - and crucially tomorrow, and you have the best interests of 
the students constantly in mind and at heart.  

So it comes as no surprise to me that I.M.Panagiotopoulos School has recently received the 
full accreditation (the top level of three) of the International Schools Award.  

We have a Memorandum of Understanding which I consider to be one of our most 
important.  I am very confident that together we can continue to achieve a lot and do so in a 



way that shows how much we share values and also share the wish to give real 
opportunities to young people that will help them develop as global citizens with 21st 
century skills.  

The British Council was founded to create a friendly knowledge and understanding between 
the people of the UK and the wider world. Thinking now of the relationship between 
I.M.Panagiotopoulos School and British Council Greece I believe that it is our real friendship 
which is at the core of it. That is what will ensure success on every front enabling us to look 
forward to our partnership continuing and developing even more.  

Once again I would like to thank you all for your attention and our partnership throughout 
the years.  
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